
Jozef Sikela 
Minister of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic 
Na Frantisku 22 
110 15 Praha 1 

CC :  
EU-26 Energy Ministers 

Frans Timmermans 
Executive Vice-President of the European Commission 

Kadri Simson 
Commissioner for Energy 

 Brussels, 22 November 2022 

Open letter to the Czech Presidency of the Council on the EU Emergency Regulation for the 

acceleration of permitting for renewable energy  

Dear Minister, 

The undersigned organisations with a stake in Europe’s energy security are extremely 
concerned about the ongoing discussions on the Council Regulation laying down a framework 
to accelerate the deployment of renewable energy.  The Regulation is due for adoption by EU 
Energy Ministers this Thursday 24 November. 

The Regulation was meant to help accelerate permitting for renewables.  That is an excellent 
goal. 

Europe needs all the new power generation capacity it can get in the coming months.  Many 
renewables projects are ready to go but are waiting on their permits.  In wind energy alone 
there are 80 GW of projects stuck somewhere in the permitting process. 

However, as it stands the Emergency Regulation would unlock only a small fraction of these 
projects.  Because it would apply to new permits only.  For all the permits that are pending, 
the Emergency Regulation would not help.  In fact, it would set us back compared to the 
provisions currently discussed between Council and European Parliament as part of the 
Renewable Energy Directive revision. 

These provisions ensure renewables are presumed to be in the overriding public interest, they 
apply a population-based approach to biodiversity, and clarify all the processes that fall within 
the 2-year binding permitting deadline.  The Emergency Regulation must ensure these rules 
apply to all renewables permits.  Whether they are new or pending. 



 
We urge you to make the necessary simple changes to the text to ensure this Emergency 
Regulation rises to the challenge at hand and helps unlock tens of GWs of projects to the 
benefit of European families and businesses. 
 
Kind regards,   
 

 
Rafael Matteo        Bruno Fyot                             Miguel Stilwell d’Andrade  
CEO                     COO     CEO 
Acciona Energia                              EDF Renewables                    EDP – Energias de Portugal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jürgen Zeschky                               Salvatore Bernabei                   Sergio Val 
CEO         CEO        Managing Director  
Enercon                    Enel Green Power      European Renewables 
            ENGIE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paolo Merli       Jan Kjaersgaard        Mark Dooley 
CEO         CEO Offshore Wind         Global Head   
ERG Spa        GE Renewable Energy       Green Investment Group 
               
 
 
 
 
 
Claudio Facchin      Xabier Viteri Solaun          Cordi O'Hara 
CEO        CEO          President 
Hitachi Energy                                Iberdrola Renovables                 National Grid Ventures              



 
 
 
 
 
 
José Luis Blanco   Rasmus Errboe   Eduardo Medina-Sanchez 
CEO Nordex Group   EVP and CEO Europe   CEO 
Nordex - Acciona Windpower  Ørsted       RES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sven Utermöhlen   Dr. Jochen Eickholt   Bill Siwek 
CEO Offshore Wind    CEO     CEO 
RWE Renewables   Siemens Gamesa   TPI Composites  
     Renewable Energy  
  
 
 
 
 
 
Helene Biström               Morten Dyrholm 
Senior Vice-President Wind  Group Senior Vice-President 
Vattenfall     Vestas  
 
 

     
   
 

 
Giles Dickson     Felix Henseler 
CEO     CEO  
WindEurope    ZF Wind Power  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


